
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

During this service, we will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper. You are invited to bring to worship whatever 

bread and drink you have available in your home to join us in Communion, trusting that God can do mysterious 

and miraculous things with ordinary objects like bread and juice and in ordinary places like our own homes. 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE Preludio Op. 5, No.10 — Arcangelo Corelli  

Matthew Vaughn, trombone; Mark Cole, piano 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    

One: Praise the Lord, for it is God who saves 

All:  It is God who forgives. 

One: It is God who delivers. 

All: Give thanks and praise to the Lord! 
 

MUSIC Meditation on WOODWORTH, “Just as I Am, without One Plea” (page 9 below) 

arr. Chuck Marohnic 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: Let us confess our sins to God who forgives and saves. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Gracious and loving God, 

you lived for us—we have not lived for you.  

You have forgiven us—we have not forgiven others. 

You have loved us—we have not loved ourselves nor have we loved one another. 

Take pity on us and forgive us, God. 

Help us to forgive. 

Help us to live for you. 

Help us to love through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: People of God, our sins are forgiven. 

God is merciful and gracious and is Lord of us all. 

Reconciled to the God who loves us, let us live and love through Christ our Lord. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew. Amen! 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Holy God, your Word is strong and leads our feet to your holy dwelling place. 

Strengthen and guide us with your Word through the power of your Holy Spirit; 

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 18:15-20 

“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are 

alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take 

one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 

three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender 

refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I 

tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 

be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 

among them.” 
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING  
 

ANTHEM   Matthew Vaughn, trombone 
 

SERMON  “The Yoke of Individualism” Dr. Gerdts 
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We Respond in Faith  
 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer  A Celtic liturgy designed by John Philip Newell 

Great Creator Spirit, from whom all life comes forth: here we gather again with bread and juice 

seeking your presence, longing once more to be nourished, hungering for wholeness in our lives, 

for unity on earth and for peace among the nations. 
 

Here we gather with bread and with juice, but with more than bread and juice. 

With everything that we see and sense around us, with visible and invisible energies that pulse 

with life, we join our souls in the song that vibrates throughout the whole of creation. 
 

Into our brokenness came the memory of wholeness. 

Into our sickness came the medicine of grace. 

Into our fear came the revelation of love. 

Christ born among us, 

One of us, 

Child of heaven, 

Son of womankind, 

Bearer of forgiveness, 

Healer of our nature, 

Restorer of wisdom, 

Liberator of the oppressed, 

Rejected by the religious, 

Scorned by the state, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Heart of humanity, 

Soul of creation, 

Lamb of God. 
 

Come upon us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and upon this bread and this juice, that they may be 

vibrant with your presence, nurturing what is deepest within us, and making us again one body. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ.  
 

Hear us now, O God, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us:  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For in the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God, broke it and 

gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me!” 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to them 

saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed with my blood, shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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MUSIC Meditation on ORA LABORA, “Come, Labor On” — arr. Lani Smith (pages 10 below) 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Mark Cole, piano 

  arr, Heather Sorenson 
 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever people 

gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to 

a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 
 

WE WELCOME MATTHEW VAUGHN – Matthew Vaughn has been a member of the Philadelphia 

Orchestra since 1999, and has been Co-Principal Trombone since 2014. Previous positions have included 

Principal Trombone of the San Antonio Symphony and service in the United States Air Force Concert Band in 

Washington, D.C. He has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Dallas Symphony, Atlanta Symphony, 

National Symphony, Israeli Philharmonic, and the “Super-World” Orchestra in Tokyo, Japan, and is frequently 

in demand as a soloist and clinician. Born in Dallas and raised in Richmond, Indiana, Mr. Vaughn studied 

trombone with M. Dee Stewart at Indiana University, and did graduate work in education and conducting at 

Indiana University and George Mason University. His varied musical background has included being the 

winner of the Eastern Trombone Workshop solo competition and being a member of the Disneyland All-

American College Jazz Band. Mr. Vaughn teaches trombone and coaches brass chamber music at the Curtis 

Institute and Temple University in Philadelphia. We welcome Matthew this morning! 
 

THE DEACON’S OFFERING WILL BE COLLECTED THIS MORNING – Help the Deacons support 

local missions such as UrbanPromise, Caring Hearts, the Community Caseworker, FPCH college scholarships, 

and more. Drop your offering off in the drive-through after worship or give online. Giving information below. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 6: 
 

Meditation on WOODWORTH, “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 

The text of this hymn is written by Charlotte Elliot (1789 – 1871), who suffered a serious illness in 1828 that 

left her disabled. She sank into a deep depression that year and experienced a severe spiritual crisis. When she 

told an evangelist that she didn’t know how to come to Christ, he replied, “Come to Him just as you are.” 

Elliot lived with her depression for twelve more years, lying awake, distressed by her situation. But eventually 

she decided that she needed to conquer her spiritual troubles head on, and when she put pen to paper to write 

her “formulae of faith,” she remembered the evangelist’s words, saying “Just as I am, without one plea […] O 

Lamb of God, I come, I come!” 
 

Meditation on ORA LABORA, “Come, Labor On” 

Thomas Nobel (1867 – 1953) wrote the tune to this powerful hymn, which calls all of us to bring the Gospel to 

a world that is waiting to hear it. If you’re like me, you appreciate the harmony in this piece, which begins in 

Ab Major as it invites us to “labor on,” but moves to the dark and earnest key of F minor in the second line, 

where each stanza describes the work to be done. I am also always on the lookout for hymns that contain a very 

special harmony called the augmented-sixth chord. These chords have an extraordinary amount of tension, 

pulling the music to the dominant like a black hole. One of these chords is found at the end of the fourth 

measure. I hope you enjoy it as I do! 
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Postlude – “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

“Old 100th” first appeared in the Genevan Psalter. The first half of the tune contains phrases which may 

have existed in plainsong and folk song for centuries. The latter part of the tune and its overall form is the 

work of Louis Bourgeois (1510-1561). Bourgeois was John Calvin’s musical collaborator in the formation of 

the Genevan Psalter (1551). Heather Sorenson is a free-lance piano, choral and orchestration arranger. She 

travels as a clinician, leads piano master classes, and speaks at various worship conferences across the 

country. Sorenson resides in Dallas, Texas where she is the Music Associate at Lavon Drive Baptist Church. 
 

RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY PARTICIPATION – Each week Youth Director  

Gab Heimerling emails out a story and activities for friends in preschool through 2nd grade. Contact her at 

gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to get on the email list. Resources can also be accessed on the Children’s 

page of the website. 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND DONATIONS continue in the church parking lot each week from 

11 – 12 on Sunday mornings.(For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

9TH GRADE CONFIRMATION FAMILIES OF 2020-2021 - WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

What a year to go through Confirmation!  Currently we are trying to determine the best and safest way to 

guide you through this important part of your faith journey. We have three options to present to you and, 

based on your responses, we will create a confirmation schedule for this year's class.   

The three options are: 

1. Would you be comfortable with your child attending a Hybrid Class (virtual & in person) this Fall? 

2. Would you only be comfortable with your child attending a 100% virtual confirmation this Fall? 

3. Would you be more comfortable if we postponed confirmation until early 2021? 

Please email Gabrielle Heimerling (gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org) regarding your preference by 

Wednesday, 9/9/20. The next step will be to hold a Virtual Parent Information Session on Sunday, 9/13/20 

time TBD. Please be sure to look in your email for the Zoom meeting information. 
 

THE GREAT BIBLE GIVEAWAY IS BACK! Last year was such a success that we are doing it again, this 

time COVID style. Please join us on Sunday, September 13th, immediately following worship in the donation 

drive-through and receive your Bibles along with a hello and wave from some of your Sunday School teachers. 

The following grades receiving bibles are: 

• Preschool/Kindergarten receiving The Beginner’s Bible 

• 3rd Graders receiving The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories 

• 6th Graders receiving our traditional “Red Bibles” * 

• 9th Graders/Confirmation Class receiving NIV Quest Study Bibles 

This is a wonderful tradition that grew out of our 3rd Grade Bible Sunday. If you have a child in any of the 

above grades and did not receive a bible during last year’s event, please be sure to come out and see us. 

* Please note that the current 6th grade class received their traditional Red Bibles during the 3rd Grade Bible 

Sunday in October 2017. But any 6th grader who doesn’t have a Red Bible or didn't participate in that event is 

more than welcome to receive one. 
 

ST WILFRID’S UPDATE FROM JILL MASCENA: A total of 1,798 bags of groceries and personal care 

items have been given out to families in 23 weeks! God at work!!! For the next couple of weeks we have 

desperate need for peanut butter – 15oz – and tuna, either canned or bagged. Ongoing needs: paper 

grocery bags to put inside plastic grocery bags so the bags won’t rip......and plastic newspaper bags to separate 

hygiene items. Everyone who receives groceries is also given peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.....if 

anyone would like to share God’s love in this simple way by making sandwiches, call Jill Mascena at 856-

428-7342. We just never know where God is going to lead us in this ministry but KNOW, God is working 

through all of us to show His love! Check out the website, opendoorcliniccamden.org 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://opendoorcliniccamden.org/
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YOUR OFFERING – SAVING PAPER, SAVING COSTS – The Budget Committee and financial staff 

are hoping to greatly reduce the use of envelopes for weekly offering. Last year, the church spent 

approximately $2,400 on offering envelopes (already a reduction from previous years). Envelope boxes 

must be ordered in advance and in bulk. As a result, each year dozens of boxes are thrown away 

(recycled, but still…) without being assigned to specific givers. Many assigned envelopes must be 

mailed also at high cost. In this time of socially distanced worship, about a third of givers are now 

giving online. Consider whether this would work for you. When you make an online gift, you can 

indicate if you are making a pledge offering, Deacons offering, Per Capita, Special Offering (such as 

One Great Hour of Sharing), or special gift – memo line provided. You will get bulletin reminders 

when we are collecting for each of these categories (in case color-coded envelopes are your reminder 

system). And you can always check your balance online to make sure your giving is up to date.  To give 

the system a try, click on https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now. Alternatively, checks 

without envelopes are happily received. Email any questions to Kris Bean, kbean@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

SPEAKING OF PER CAPITA… Many thanks to those who heeded the Per Capita “nudge” in last week’s 

bulletin. Every little bit helps! However, the total collected so far is still lower than the modest goal set by 

the budget committee (which is already lower than the $31,349 FPCH has already paid to Presbytery). Per 

Capita is the $37 per confirmed member the church is required to pay to Presbytery each year. Per Capita 

funds are the financial glue that holds the denomination together and that provides the resources and services 

available from Presbytery and from the national PC(USA). First Presbyterian Haddonfield benefits from the 

resources provided to the Matthew 25 initiative the Session has recently enacted. Locally, West Jersey 

Presbytery cares for our pastors – and aids the search for a new pastor – and has provided emergency support 

for the church and Preschool to cope with COVID-19. Not sure? Check with Kris Bean. 
 

NEW BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED – The annual backpack and school supply 

collection continues – only a handful of donations so far. Ed Hess usually gives out 60 or more! Backpacks 

will be shared with kids served by Camden Community Center and by St. Wilfrid’s. Drop supplies off at the 

church drive-through on Sundays, 11-noon. 
 

• Erasers 

• Colored Pencils 

• Crayons 

• Glue Stick 

• Handheld Pencil Sharpener 

• Pencil Box or Pouch 

• Loose Leaf Paper – Wide Rule 

• Calculator 

• Dictionary  

• 12˝ Ruler 

• Junior scissors with 5˝ blunt tips 

• Pocket Folders 

• Composition Notebooks 

• Tissue Packets 

• Backpacks (the biggest need 

for backpacks is Grades 3-8 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY RESUMES – The Porch Bible Study starts its fall session Wednesday, 

September 9, at 7 p.m. Our first session will be about Christ’s sacrifice for us. If you would like Kristin 

Carberry to send the link to the Zoom study, please email Rebecca at the church office or Deb Nussbaum at 

Debranussbaum1987@gmail.com. Study hosts are Deb and Jill and Tony Mascena. All are welcome.  
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE! On Tuesdays from 9 to 11, Nikki and Doug will be 

outside the church, next to the playground, distanced, under a canopy. You all are invited to visit with them 

for anything from prayer to a casual “meet and greet.” Please make a reservation! To book your 30-minute 

time slot, contact Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. 

Please note: There will be no Courtyard Conversations on Tuesday, Sept. 29 or Tuesday, Oct. 6. 
 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format is simple: 

Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, responses, and 

general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, September 8, the focus is on Matthew 18:21-35. Here’s the 

Zoom link.  

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
mailto:kbean@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:Debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
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PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study continues its 

exploration of the Gospel of Mark. Discussions take place on Thursdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Here is the link. 

Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion! 
 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY MEETS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 at 8:00 p.m. to 

continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. This study will help us grow in discerning the 

difference between selfishness and self-love, provide tools to engage in practices that exhibit self-love, and 

most importantly – we will learn how to unhook ourselves from the oppressive structure of perfectionism. If 

you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are 

available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the Adult Education tab. 
 

CARING HEARTS MINISTRY UPDATE – Caring Hearts Ministry is busy! The pandemic is especially hard 

on our clients and we work with the Communicable Disease Clinic at Cooper Hospital to help alleviate their 

needs. Our emergency assistance requests are mostly for food and rent. Camp Bright Feathers, usually a week-

long event, will be shortened to one day and we will contribute as needed.  The school backpack event will be a 

drive-thru in the clinic driveway. The clinic has a grant for the backpacks, and we will provide food gift cards. 

We will not be cooking meals for our families at Thanksgiving. Instead we will deliver frozen turkeys and gift 

cards to the families the weekend before. We will not be able to hold our Christmas party, but will fill gift wish 

lists and have them picked up at a drive-thru along with a bag of hats, socks, and gloves and hopefully some 

goodies. We thank you for your support as we continue to serve the HIV/AIDS community. To get more 

information or to volunteer to help, contact Sally O’Brien, dhosgd@aol.com. 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 

now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH! Do you have a passion for racial justice? We need you! We are 

brainstorming and mapping out next steps to engage our congregation in thoughtful initiatives that will 

begin to address structural racism. Please contact Becky Bryan if you are interested in being a part of this 

denomination-wide effort: rebeccabryan@me.com or 856-986-8594.  

 As the whole church embarks on this time of study and action, take a few minutes to hear from the 

Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, about the imperatives of the 

current historical moment. 
 

 
 

 

SCRIPTURE PREVIEW FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 (and Doug’s Bible study on Sept. 8): Then 

Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 

forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.” 

Matt. 18:21-22. (Full passage for next week: Matthew 18:21-35) 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://player.vimeo.com/video/451577808?app_id=122963
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS

DEACONS 

 

CLASS OF 2020 

Val Andrews 

James Brennan-Martin 

Donna George 

Ed Hess 

Janet Shoemaker 

Rebeca Silva de Foote 

Kelly Stout 

Denise Wackes 

Mack Wolschina 

Molly Young 

CLASS OF 2021 

Dan Cho 

Lauren Crumley  

Tina Edmonston 

Pete Hurd 

Quint Lerch 

Diane Thorne 

Georgia Willison 

Olivia Willison 

 

 

CLASS OF 2022  

Christie Atkins 

Ed Balderstone 

Karen Dante 

Lesley Kirsch 

Sophie Mulvihill  

Jack O’Malley  

Andy Reinicker 

Virginia Ritchie 

Judy Sikora 

Amy Strauss 

 

ELDERS  

 

CLASS OF 2020 

Lois Boyce 

Tish Colombi 

Lorraine Gormley-Devine 

Lisa Hurd 

Mark Oswald  

Janet Sharke 

Gene Spinelli 

Michelle Taffet 

Elyse Yerrapathruni 

 

 

CLASS OF 2021 

Bonnie Dewey 

Susan Leach 

Paul Nussbaum 

Katie Poliero 

Warren Pross 

Gerry Rice 

Paul Urian 

Sara Watson 

Betsy Westermaier 

Caroline Yount 

 

CLASS OF 2022  

Chuck Bell  

Becky Bryan 

Rachel Davis 

Lee Federline 

Kae Fretz 

Keith Kirsch 

Glen Manochi 

David Stedman 

Bill Stout  

Cheryl Tarditi

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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